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CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST MARY’S MACLEAN 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A: 7 DECEMBER 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters, on this second Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect on the theme of 
preparation for the coming of the Lord. 
 
Through the prophets the Lord prepared the people of Israel for his coming. The first reading relates the 
prophecy of a saving figure who is to come from the stock or family of Jesse, that is, from the royal ancestry of 
King David. Since then the people have been longing for an ideal king of David’s line. According to Isaiah, he 
will be filled with the Spirit of the Lord and his seven gifts: wisdom, insight or understanding, knowledge, 
counsel, power or fortitude, piety and fear of the Lord. 
 
“What is to give this figure his unique quality is the fact that he is to be empowered, in manifest ways, by the 
spirit of the Lord. Among the many gifts the spirit will bestow upon him is 'knowledge of the Lord'. We should 
understand knowledge here in the full biblical sense implying not merely intellectual awareness but deep 
personal intimacy. As the text goes on to suggest, it is out of this deep awareness of God and God’s will for 
human beings that the ruler will be able to institute true justice in the Land, with a particular bias towards the 
cause of the poor” (Fr Brendan Byrne, SJ). 
 
This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus, the eternal Son who became man, to save us. From conception, the 
humanity of Jesus was permeated by the Holy Spirit, and so totally disposed to the divine guidance and 
direction. As such, Jesus is the nearness of the kingdom of God that John preaches. In Jesus, God has drawn 
near to us. In him, God is present and active in the world.  
 
John that Baptist says that the one coming after him will baptise men and women with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
That is, he will share the gift of the Holy Spirit with those who will turn to him, leaving their previous ways of 
thinking and acting to entrust their minds and hearts to him. 
 
“Jesus will 'baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire'. That is, he will seek to catch up human lives into the fire 
that is God’s love, communicated through the Spirit (Rom 5:5). But only hearts that are truly repentant and 
converted will be able to be grasped within a 'baptism' of this kind. John’s baptism with water is a preparatory 
rite of conversion, readying human hearts for the entrance of this message about God’s love, the true 
'knowledge of the Lord' that Jesus will impart.” (Fr Brendan Byrne, SJ) 
 
We who have been immersed in the gift of the Holy Spirit by baptism and confirmation and constantly 
nourished with the Eucharist have to continue our journey of ever deeper conversion to the Lord. The theme of 
the entire season of Advent is to Prepare the way for the Lord, that is, to spiritually prepare the wilderness of 
our hearts for the feast of the human birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 
Let us take this opportunity to examine our conscience and review our moral lives. Have we 
been living as disciples of Jesus? Are there areas in our life that need purification by divine 
mercy. Are there grievous sins that require sacramental absolution? Repentance, celebration 
of the sacrament of reconciliation and a renewed commitment to grow in our love of God 
and neighbour are excellent means through which we can prepare for the feast our Lord’s 
Nativity.  
 
Fr Roland 
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save  
the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his  
voice heard in the joy of your heart. 
 
COLLECT 
Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly  
undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to  meet  
your Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom  
gain us admittance to his company. Who lives and  
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                 Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the  
land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
     Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
     The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the  
Lord as the waters swell the sea. 
     That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 
     The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 
R. cf. v.7 
 
R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 

peace for ever. 

 
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  

to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 
 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING                     Romans: 15:4-9 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 
 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures 
was meant to teach us something about hope from the 
examples scripture gives of how people who did not 
give up were helped by God. And may he who helps 
us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 
tolerant with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may 
give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
     It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated 
you. The reason Christ became the servant of 
circumcised Jews was not only so that God could 
faithfully carry out the promises made to the 
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory 
to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: 
For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing 
your name. 
     The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his  
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL               Matthew 3:1-12 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew. 
 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached 
in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he 
said: 
 



A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair 
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 
Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way 
to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a 
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who 
warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? 
But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can 
raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even 
now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that 
any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water 
for repentance, but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his 
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear 
his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; 
but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.’ 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and  
offerings, and, since we have no merits to plead our  
cause, come, we pray, to our rescue with the   
protection of your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
PREFACE A; EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, 
we humbly beseech you, O Lord, that, through our  
partaking in this mystery, you may teach us to judge  
wisely the things of earth and hold firm to the things  
of heaven. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of 
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 

 
SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
First Reading: The oracle of salvation is enveloped 
by references to ‘the root of Jesse’ (vv.1,10). The new 
Davidic king will enjoy a realm of remarkable peace 
in the world of nature. Gifts needed for wise 
governing include wisdom and understanding, 

counsel and strength, knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
This king will be the champion of the poor and the 
meek; he will be girded about with righteousness and 
faithfulness. This is clearly God’s king. This scene of 
‘the peaceable kingdom’ is reminiscent of the primal 
paradise of Eden (cf. Genesis 2). This vision is not a 
return to the past, but one of future peace and 
fulfilment. 
 
Psalm: The psalmist begins with a prayer that the 
king be given a share in God's own justice. This 
justice will enable him to govern in a way that will 
provide the people with the peace and well being that 
God wills for them. The psalmist prays that God’s 
righteousness will take root and flourish, and that it 
will even outlast this king, enduring along with peace 
until the end of time. This rule of justice is meant for 
the entire world and all of the nations within it. The 
prayer ends with a plea that the righteousness of this 
king will be a model for other nations, and through 
him they too will be blessed by God. 
 
Second Reading: Paul speaks of the universality of 
the blessings won by Christ and the unity within the 
believing community that will result. Referring to 
what we today call the First or Old Testament, he 
insists that though its contents originated from people 
who faced a very different world and concerns than 
did his audience, its message continues to provide 
instruction to the people of his day, and by 
implication to the people of our day as well. He bases 
his teaching on God’s original promise that Abram 
and his descendants would be a source of blessing for 
others (cf. Gen 12:2; 22:18). He then argues that it 
was in fulfilment of this promise that the Gentiles 
have been brought into the family of God.  
 
Gospel: John’s baptism was neither one of 
incorporation, undergone by proselytes to Judaism, 
nor the repeated ritual cleansing practised by the 
Essene community of Qumran. It was a devotional 
rite with eschatological significance, accompanied by 
an acknowledgment of sinfulness and a resolve to live 
an ethical life. John accuses religious leaders of 
coming to him because they seek to flee from the 
wrath of God associated with the coming of the 
eschatological age. They considered their identity as 
children of Abraham as a privilege that protected 
them from this wrath. 
John admits his 
subordinate role when 
compared with Jesus. 
Though he precedes 
him in time, he follows 
him in importance. 
John’s baptism is a 
preparation. Jesus will 
baptise with the Holy 
Spirit and with 
cleansing fire. © 



ONLINE GIVING  
Internet donations to assist our parish are always welcome. 
Details for  donating online via Electronic  Funds Transfer 
BSB: 032582 Account Number: 810033 [ Surname, parish 
envelope no]  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayers for the Sick: Miriam Scherger, Tony Murphy, Kathy 
Leseberg, Ava Blay, Donna Ellis, Mark Thurbon,  Alma 
Bailey, Mary Wiseman, Sue Gravolin, Ron Weekes, 
Margaret Donges, Pam Lewis, Matthew & Paul Gallagher, 
Chris Naismith, Trevor Nicolia, Graham Courte, Peter Burns,  
Matthew Tierney, Matt Mohorovic, Sharon Grayson, Dennis 
Catheral, Allan Dick. Recently Deceased: Fran Eckersley, 
Anita Gooley, Fr Don O’Brien. Anniversary: John Young, 
Pat Shortt, Colin Campbell, Les Sinderberry. Pray for: 
Gordon & Kym Eckersley, Ruben Rollon, Edith Young, 
Mary Shortt, Anmary Wood, Epifanio Sesaldo, Lenaiola 
Guerrero. All the suffering souls in Purgatory especially the 
dec’d  members of  F.O.S.S.   
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Masses: Yamba: 5:30pm (SAT); Maclean: 8:30am 
(SUN); Iluka: 10:30am (SUN).  
Weekday Masses: Wednesday, 9:30am: Yamba; Thursday, 
10:00am: Iluka; Friday, 12:00nn, Maclean; First Saturday: 
11:30am, Maclean. 
 

RECONCILIATION TIMES 
Saturday, 11:00am, Maclean; 5:00pm, Yamba 
Sunday, 8:00am, Maclean  
Wednesday, 10:00am, Yamba 
Thursday, 10:30am, Iluka 
 

EUCHARIST IC ADORATION: 
First Wednesday: 10:00am, Yamba 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Maclean 
 

MINISTRY ROSTER: 13/14 DECEMBER 2025 
Readers: Yamba: B Montgomery/A Ricketts; 
Maclean: S Winter/L Senz; Iluka: T Sullivan. 
Commentators: Yamba: A Schofield, Maclean: R 
Wiseman, Iluka: I Durham. E Communion: Maclean: 
J de Roos. Count team: Smith 
 

READINGS: 13/14 DECEMBER 2025 
First: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; Second: James 5:7-10; Gospel: 
Matthew 11:2-11. 
 

NEWS & EVENTS 
Emergency contact: In case of emergency outside of 
parish office hours, contact Fr Roland 0401 508 812. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council: A meeting of those who 
have expressed interest to join the parish pastoral 
council will be held at 5:00PM on 11 December in the 
Cranny Room, Maclean.   
 

St Joseph’s end of year Mass & awards ceremony: 
Parishioners are warmly invited to join St Joseph’s 
Primary School for our End of Year Mass on 
Thursday, 11th December, starting at 12:00 PM. 
Following Mass, we will celebrate our End of Year 

Awards and Prize Giving under the shelter. We look 
forward to seeing you there!  
 

POSPONED Renovation work to St James 
Church: Masses on Wednesday 10 December and 
Saturday 13 December will still be held at St James 
Church. Further updates will be provided as more 
details become available. 
 

Weekday Mass changes: There will be no weekday 
Mass in Iluka, Thursday Dec 11 and Maclean, Friday 
Dec 12. 
 

St James 50th Anniversary Celebrations wrap-up: 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make 
our two-day celebration so special! From flowers and 
food to music, liturgy, history, and the joyful singing 
of St James Primary School children—your 
contributions made it unforgettable. Congratulations 
to all! What amazing example of what we can achieve 
together as a parish community. 
 

Halle McClymont update: Thank you to everyone 
who has given, and supported Halle over the past few 
months. Together we have fundraised a total of 
$5,595. This could not have been done without your 
support and prayers. Halle would like to extend her 
deepest gratitude to you all and asks that you continue 
to pray for her and her mission as she continues to 
prepare and embarks on her mission year at the 
beginning of January. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: Envelopes 
are now available at each Church. Your gift helps 
bring hope and joy to families in need in our 
community this Christmas.  
 

St Vincent de Paul – Christmas Closure Notice: 
Maclean Conference –Office will close midday, 12 
December and reopen at 11am, 23 January. 
Yamba Conference – Last day of assistance will be 
Friday, 19 December (distributing Christmas 
hampers). General assistance calls will resume from 6 
January. Please phone 0498 960 630 for help. 
Emergency contact during closure - For urgent 
assistance, please call 13 18 12. This number will 
direct you to the appropriate area for support. 
 

Parish Secretary position: With Lucia and her family 
relocating to Sydney in mid-January, our parish is 
seeking a new Parish Secretary. This is a permanent 
part-time role, hours negotiable, and is based at the 
Maclean Parish Office. For more information, speak to 
Fr Roland or Lucia E: office@stmarysparish.org.au   
P: 02 6645 1188 
 

Christmas Masses: 
24 December Christmas Vigil Masses: 
4:00PM St John’s Iluka, 5:30PM St Mary’s Maclean, 
7:00PM St James’ Yamba 
25 December: Christmas Day Masses 
8:00AM: St Mary’s Maclean,  
9:30AM: St James’ Yamba 


