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THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA: 9 NOVEMBER 2025

Dear brothers and sisters: we celebrate this Sunday the feast of the dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome,
the cathedral church of the pope. Celebrating the feast of the dedication of this basilica, the mother and head of
all the churches of the world, we are reminded of the importance of our sacred buildings and of our calling as
living temples of God.

The Lateran Basilica was built by the Emperor Constantine on the Lateran Hill in Rome in 324 AD. As Fr
Byrne says in his scripture commentary, “it was the first truly monumental church building that Christians
were able to erect after the centuries of persecution.” This building made by human hands was dedicated — that
is — consecrated, made holy and set apart for worship of God, and became a living sign of God’s presence and
activity in the world. The feast of its dedication has been celebrated in Rome on this date since the twelfth
century and has been extended to the entire Roman Catholic Church as a sign of unity and love towards the
pope and the Church of Rome.

This feast reminds us of the importance and sacredness of our church buildings. In our parish, there are
three churches — St Mary’s Church Maclean, dedicated in 1893, St James’ Church, in 1975, and St John’s
Church Iluka, in 1976. Let us make sure that these places continue be safe, clean, beautiful and sacred. More
importantly this feast reminds us that as members of the Body of Christ, the living Church, we are ‘temples’ of
the Holy Spirit. The Biblical readings enable us to appreciate these.

Ezekiel in the first reading relates his vision of water flowing from the temple; all those touched by it were
revitalised. “Ezekiel recounts the vision in which he observed a stream of water flowing from the threshold of
the temple and growing in force until it is a mighty river. These waters miraculously purify all stagnant waters,
allowing living creatures to thrive within them. Not only is this water itself transformative, but the fruits that it
produces share in its transforming power. These fruits serve as food; the leaves of the trees possess curative
powers. The saving power of God flows from the temple in a series of concentric circles. It is first in the water
itself; then in whatever the water touches; and finally in the fruits produced. The power of the presence of God
radiates throughout creation” (Sr Dianne Bergant CSA). The living Church is the sign and instrument of God’s
presence and saving action in the world. By word and sacrament, God heals, forgives, nourishes, enlightens
and guides the faithful.

St Paul in the second reading tells his audience, the Corinthians then and us today: You are God’s building,
God’s temple and the Spirit is living in you. “Speaking without pride but from the humble acknowledgment of
God’s goodness, he declares that by the grace of God he was chosen to be the wise architect responsible for the
temple. He laid the foundation, which is Christ. Every other minister builds on Paul’s initial work. He then
declares that the Corinthians are this temple ... Just as the presence of God made Jerusalem’s temple holy, so
the presence of the Spirit of God who dwells in all of the members makes this new temple holy.” (Sr Dianne
Bergant, CSA) Made holy by the presence of the Holy Spirit we belong to God, united with him and
empowered by faith hope and charity, we become living instruments of his saving presence in our community.

The prophetic actions and words of Jesus in the Gospel affirm that he is the new temple of God. By
speaking of himself at the temple, Jesus establishes himself as the centre of divine worship. True worship of
God is communion of life and love with him — a pure relationship of love. Jesus, loved by the Father, gives
himself totally to him. On the cross, he will give his life to the Father for the salvation of the world. Accepting
his total self-giving, the Father will permeate his humanity with divine life. His risen humanity, a union of
divine and human, is true worship and he gathers men and women into his Body so that they too may glorify
God through him, with him and in him.

As we celebrate this feast, let us ask the Lord to enable us to be his living temples so that we may glorify
God by our lives.

Fr Roland


mailto:office@stmarysparish.org.au

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (1luka)

I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned
for her husband.

COLLECT

O God, who from living and chosen stones prepare an
eternal dwelling for your majesty, increase in your
Church the spirit of grace you have bestowed, so that
by new growth your faithful people may build up the
heavenly Jerusalem. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 47: 1-2. 8-9. 12

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple,
where a stream came out from under the Temple
threshold and flowed eastwards, since the Temple
faced east. The water flowed from under the right side
of the Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by
the north gate and led me right round outside as far as
the outer east gate where the water flowed out on the
right-hand side. The man went to the east holding his
measuring line and measured off a thousand cubits; he
then made me wade across the stream; the water
reached my ankles. He measured off another thousand
and made me wade across the stream again; the water
reached my knees. He measured off another thousand
and made me wade across again; the water reached
my waist. He measured off another thousand; it was
now a river which I could not cross; the stream had
swollen and was now deep water, a river impossible to
cross. He then said, ‘Do you see, son of man?’ He
took me further, then brought me back to the bank of
the river. When I got back, there were many trees on
each bank of the river. He said, ‘This water flows east
down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into
the sea it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the
river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live.
Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water
goes it brings health, and life teems wherever the river
flows. Along the river, on either bank, will grow every
kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and
fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit every
month, because this water comes from the sanctuary.
And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves
medicinal.’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 45:2-3. 5-6. 8-9. R. v.5
R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God.
1. God is for us a refuge and strength,

a helper close at hand, in time of distress:

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock,
though the mountains fall into the depths of the

sea. (R.)
2. The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within, it cannot be shaken;
God will help it at the dawning of the day. (R.)

3. The Lord of hosts is with us:
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come, consider the works of the Lord,
the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth.

R.)

SECOND READING [ Corinthians 3:9-11. 16-17
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, 1
succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, on
which someone else is doing the building. Everyone
doing the building must work carefully. For the
foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one
which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ.

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and
that the Spirit of God was living among you? If
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will
destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and
you are that temple.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

I have chosen and sanctified this house, says the
Lord, that my name may remain in it for all time.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John: 2:13-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers
sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of
some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle
and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’
coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon
-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my
Father’s house into a market’. Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your
house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said,
‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in
three days I will raise it up’. The Jews replied, ‘It has
taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you
going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was
speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when
Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered



that he had said this, and they believed the scripture
and the words he had said.
The Gospel of the Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Accept, we pray, O Lord, the offering made here and
grant that by it those who seek your favour may
receive in this place the power of the Sacraments and
the answer to their prayers. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PREFACE; EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III

COMMUNION ANTIPHON ({luka)
Be built up like living stones, into a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, who chose to foreshadow for us the heavenly
Jerusalem through the sign of your Church on earth,
grant, we pray, that, by our partaking of this
Sacrament, we may be made the temple of your grace
and may enter the dwelling place of your glory.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

While most people would probably nominate St
Peter’s at the Vatican as the centre of Catholicism,
historically and officially that honour belongs to the
Lateran Basilica, the cathedral church of the Pope as
Bishop of Rome. The Lateran Basilica goes back to
the gift of the site for a church made by Constantine,
the first Christian emperor, in the early fourth
century. It was the first truly monumental church
building that Christians were able to erect after the
centuries of persecution. For over a thousand years,
as the seat of the papacy, the Lateran Basilica was the
centre of the Western Church.

Nonetheless, despite its historical importance,
believers today might wonder why they are being
asked to celebrate the feast of the dedication of this
church.

To this it can be said that because of the central
position of the Lateran as cathedral church of the one
who, as Bishop of Rome, is universal Pastor, there is
a sense in which it is a church for all the faithful.
Beyond that, in celebrating the feast of this central
church, believers are celebrating their own local
church, whether it be a glorious and monumental
building in its own right or a far humbler and perhaps
provisional place of worship. More radically still —
and this is what the scriptural readings will especially
bring out — believers are celebrating today the church
that is made up not of bricks and mortar but of

themselves as ‘living stones’, the ‘temples’ (local
faith communities) God has built in every place to
dwell among humankind. Every local community can
in a true sense make this feast their own.

The scriptural offerings begin with a first reading
taken from a (somewhat truncated) excerpt from
Ezekiel’s vision of the renewed Temple in Jerusalem
(47:1-2, 8-9, 12). Because the presence of the Lord
has returned to the Temple (following the return of
Israel itself from exile), the waters flowing from the
Temple have become life-giving in the spectacular
way described — even the Dead Sea is seen as being
made to teem with fish when the waters enter it. The
vision has entered Christian imagination as a
powerful symbol of the life (grace) that flows to
human beings through God’s presence in the Temple
of the Church.

In the second reading, 1 Cor 3:9-11, 16-17, St Paul
moves from speaking of the Christian community at
Corinth in terms of a ‘plantation’ to that of a
‘building’, and finally a ‘holy building’ or temple, in
which God’s Spirit dwells. Christian ministers, such
as himself and his co-workers, are the builders who
are bringing this holy building to completion. The
essential foundation that Paul has laid is Christ. As is
necessary for the success of any building operation,
all subsequent builders must ensure that their work is
rightly aligned upon the foundation. The image of the
community as a holy building or temple was
something early Christianity derived from Judaism. It
communicates the sense that even when absent from a
physical place of worship the gathered community is
already itself a holy building (temple) in which the
Lord is present. The physical building is the outward,
local, visible expression of the Christian conviction
that it is God’s delight to dwell among human beings
— a presence made vastly more accessible through the
Incarnation of the Son, extended to all times and
places through the sacramental life of the Church.

The Gospel, John 2:13-22, adds a christological
crown to this rich scriptural offering. In John’s
account, Jesus’ ‘cleansing’ of the Temple in
Jerusalem is very radical. By driving out the animals
and money changers he is really overthrowing the
whole system of Temple worship based upon animal
sacrifices that had existed hitherto. ‘Zeal for (his)
Father’s house consumes’ him in that his whole life
and teaching is one great campaign to disclose and
make effective the presence of God on a vastly wider
scale than in the confines of the material Temple. His
‘zeal’ or passion for this mission will ‘consume’ him
in the sense of bringing him to his death. However, as
his disciples subsequently realise, his own body will
become the new place of God’s presence, the
‘Temple’ which, through rising from the dead, he will
build ‘in three days’. Believers need not mourn the
loss of the Temple in Jerusalem (destroyed by the
Romans in 70 CE). They live within the new
‘Temple’ constituted by the body of their risen Lord.
Fr Brendan Byrne SJ



ONLINE GIVING

Internet donations to assist our parish are always welcome.
Details for donating online via Electronic Funds Transfer
BSB: 032582 Account Number: 810033 [ Surname, parish
envelope no]

PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayers for the Sick: Miriam Scherger, Tony Murphy, Kathy
Leseberg, Ava Blay, Donna Ellis, Jom Jose
Akkarathakidiyil, Mark Thurbon, Alma Bailey, Mary
Wiseman, Sue Gravolin, Ron Weekes, Margaret Donges,
Pam Lewis, Matthew & Paul Gallagher, Chris Naismith,
Trevor Nicolia, Graham Courte, Peter Burns, Matthew
Tiemey, Matt Mohorovic, Sharon Grayson, Dennis Catheral,
Allan Dick. Recently Deceased: Eva Bailey, Susan Hennesy.
Laurel Johnson, Faye O’Brien. Anniversary: Stan Fomal,
Jude Castle. Pray for: Gordon & Kym Eckersley. All the
suffering souls in Purgatory especially the dec’d members of
F.OS.S.

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Masses: Yamba: 5:30pm (SAT); Maclean: 8:30am
(SUN); Iluka: 5:00pm (SUN).

Weekday Masses: Wednesday, 9:30am: Yamba; Thursday,
10:00am: Iluka; Friday, 12:00nn, Maclean; First Saturday:
11:30am, Maclean.

RECONCILIATION TIMES

Saturday, 11:00am, Maclean; 6:30pm, Yamba
Sunday, 8:00am, Maclean

Wednesday, 10:00am, Yamba

Thursday, 10:30am, Iluka

EUCHARIST IC ADORATION:
First Wednesday: 10:00am, Yamba
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Maclean

MINISTRY ROSTER: 15/16 NOVEMBER 2025
Readers: Yamba: R Tory/F Robertson; Maclean: R
Harvey/S Winter; lluka: T Sullivan, Commentators:
Yamba: M Dee, Maclean: J de Roos, lluka: T
Sullivan. E Communion: Maclean: ] Moloney. Count
Team: Smith.

READINGS 15/16 NOVEMBER 2025
First: Malachi 3:19-20; Second: 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12;
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19.

NEWS & EVENTS
Emergency contact: In case of emergency outside of
parish office hours, contact Fr Roland 0401 508 812.

Change of Mass times: Beginning the First Week of

Advent (29/30 November). Please note the following

changes:

- Iluka Sunday Mass will begin at 10:30am.

- Baptisms in Maclean will be celebrated on
Sundays at 12:30pm.

- Confession in Yamba will held before Saturday
evening Mass at Spm.

November Masses: The month of November is
dedicated to prayer for the Holy Souls. Mass offering
envelopes are now available at each church.

Parish celebration—Feast of Christ the King,
November 23: All welcome to the Parish morning tea
in celebration of the Feast of Christ the King in the
Cranney Room after the 8.30am mass in Maclean. To
assist with catering, please advise your attendance to
Kathryn ph: 0456 258 820 or email:
Possum53@westnet.com or add your name to the
supplied list in the church entrances by 17 November.

Yamba Catholic Ladies: Our next meeting to be held
on Wednesday 12th November after morning prayers.
The agenda will include planning for the 50th
Celebrations Anniversary of our Church.

St James Church 50th anniversary celebrations:
Please see separate notice. Tickets available for dinner
on 3 December outside all Masses until 23 November.
Celebration Mass at St James Church on Wednesday 3
December at 9:30am followed by morning tea.
Everybody welcome! All enquiries to Fran — 0401 303
522.

Yamba/Iluka weekday Mass cancelled this week:
No Mass on Wednesday and Thursday as Fr Roland is
attending the Annual Clergy Conference 10-13
November. Fr Peter Rebello in on call for any
emergency.

Pastoral Support Team: Next meeting will be held
16 November after morning Mass in Maclean.

Supporting Halle McClymont — NET Ministries
Missionary 2026: Halle will be holding two bake sale
fundraisers—one in Yamba and one in Maclean—on
the first weekend of Advent (29-30 November) to
support her upcoming missionary work with NET
Ministries Australia. Donation envelopes are also
available at the church entrance for those who wish to
support Halle’s mission. Please keep Halle in your
prayers as she prepares for this exciting journey.

New Diocese Website: The Diocese of Lismore has
launched a new website that’s easier to use and clearly
organised into five sections: About, Connect, Life,
Safeguarding, and News & Stories. You can still find
Mass Online and Donate at the top of the page. Visit
www.lismorediocese.org to explore it on your
computer, tablet, or phone.

DIF: Current interest rate 3.40% For further
information, please visit www.dif.org.au or call 1800
802 516.

Safeguarding: If you or someone close to you has
experienced abuse within the Diocese of Lismore,
please contact the Safeguarding Office: (02) 66219444
or safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au



