
 

  ST JOHNS CHURCH           ST  MARYS CHURCH             ST JAMES CHURCH 

Parish Administrator: Father Roland Agrisola      Postal: PO Box 19 MACLEAN NSW 2463 
2 McIntyres Lane  Maclean NSW 2463   Tel: 02 66 451188   ABN 43 360 517 680 
Email: office@stmarysparish.org.au            Web: stmarysparish.org.au 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST MARY’S MACLEAN 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE, YEAR C: 23 NOVEMBER 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters, we celebrate today the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  
 
During his public ministry, Jesus proclaimed the nearness of the Kingdom of God: “the Kingdom of God is at 
hand.” This Kingdom is primarily the presence and saving action of God in him. He is the Kingdom of God in 
person.  
 
“Jesus accompanied his words with signs and miracles to bear witness to the fact that the Kingdom is present 
in him, the Messiah. Although he healed some people, he did not come to abolish all evils here below but 
rather to free us especially from the slavery of sin. The driving out of demons proclaimed that his cross would 
be victorious over ‘the ruler of this world’ (John 12:31).” (Compendium of the Catechism, 108) 
 
In the Collect we confess that it is God’s will to restore all things in his Beloved Son, the King of the Universe. 
The eternal Son was sent by the Father to raise up men and women to share in God’s own life by gathering 
them around him as one family of God. This gathering is the Church, which is, as the Body of Christ, the seed 
and beginning God’s Reign on earth.   
 
“All are invited by Jesus to enter the Kingdom of God. Even the worst of sinners is called to convert and to 
accept the boundless mercy of the Father. Already here on earth, the Kingdom belongs to those who accept it 
with a humble heart. To them the mysteries of the Kingdom are revealed.” (Compendium of the Catechism, 
107) God reigns in the minds and hearts of those who have a living faith, that is, faith active in love. 
 
St Paul says in the second reading: the Father “has taken us out of the power darkness and created a place for 
us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.” 
 
The first reading reveals that the arrival of the one who would inaugurate this kingdom was foretold centuries 
before the birth of Jesus Christ. It recounts how David, after defeating his enemies, was anointed as king over 
all Israel. His powerful reign became a foreshadowing and symbol of the kingdom of peace and love that God 
would one day establish on earth. Jesus is the son of David in whom the promise of eternal and universal 
kingdom is fulfilled. 
 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, exercised his kingship, by offering his life on the Cross to reconcile sinful humanity 
with God. He does not fulfill his kingly function by issuing orders from a golden throne but by accepting death 
on the Cross for our salvation. The kingship of Jesus is ultimately about love. This love is manifested in his 
desire to bring us into communion of love and life with God again. This communion with God is our true life.  
God wanted “all things to be reconciled through him and for him, everything in heaven and everything on 
earth, when he made peace by his death on the Cross.” Risen and exalted, 
he exercises his kingly office through the Church. 
 
As we celebrate the kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray that he 
may continue to be present and active in our lives, in our families and in 
our communities and we renew commitment to let him direct our choices 
and behaviour.  
 
Fr Roland 

mailto:office@stmarysparish.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive  
power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and  
honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and  
ever. 
 
COLLECT 
Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all 
things in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, 
grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from 
slavery, may render your majesty service and 
ceaselessly proclaim your praise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                2 Samuel 5:1-3 
 
A reading from the second book of Samuel. 
 
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. 
‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In 
days past when Saul was our king, it was you who led 
Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, 
“You are the man who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King 
David made a pact with them at Hebron in the 
presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of 
Israel. 
     The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM      Ps 121:1-5. R. see v2 
 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:  

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) 
 

2. Jerusalem is built as a city  
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. (R.) 
 

3. For Israel’s law it is,  
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING            2 Colossians 1:12-20 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians. 
 
We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible 
for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the 
light.  
     Because that is what he has done: he has taken us 
out of the power of darkness and created a place for us 

in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, 
we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 
all things were created through him and for him.  
Before anything was created, he existed, 
and he holds all things in unity.  
Now the Church is his body, 
he is its head. 
As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 
because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 
and all things to be reconciled through him and  
for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace 
by his death on the cross. 

     The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our  
Father; blessed is he who comes in the name of the   
Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL        Luke 23:35-43 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 
The people stayed there before the cross watching 
Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved 
others,’ they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked 
him too, and when they approached to offer him 
vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, 
save yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: 
‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are 
you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as 
well.’ But the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have 
you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same 
sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we 
are paying for what we did. But this man has done 
nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said, ‘remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise 
you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
  
  



PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice by which the 
human race is reconciled to you, we humbly pray that 
your Son himself may bestow on all nations the gifts 
of unity and peace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PREFACE:  
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For you anointed your Only Begotten Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, with the oil of gladness 
as eternal Priest and King of all creation, 
so that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross 
as a spotless sacrifice to bring us peace, 
he might accomplish the mysteries of human 
redemption 
and, making all created things subject to his rule, 
he might present to the immensity of your majesty 
an eternal and universal kingdom, 
a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, 
with Thrones and Dominions, 
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, 
we sing the hymn of your glory, 
as without end we acclaim: 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless  
his people with peace. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Having received the food of immortality, we ask, O 
Lord, that, glorifying in obedience to the commands 
of Christ, the King of the universe, we may live with 
him eternally in his heavenly Kingdom. Who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm 
Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, 
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee 
on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the 
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee 
on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 
SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
[First Reading] The people acknowledge 
the intimate bond they share with their 
new king. They are his bone and his 
flesh, his very kin. This intimacy should 
strengthen ties of loyalty that join them. 
He is a worthy leader. Although it was 
the people who anointed David as their 
king, they believed that it was really God 

who had chosen him. In fact, the passage states that 
God informed David of his fate, describing it in terms 
of two metaphors frequently associated with kings in 
the ancient Near Eastern world: the shepherd who is 
responsible for the wellbeing of the people; the 
commander or captain, who leads the people. 
     The responsorial psalm is an individual hymn of 
joy and praise of one who had the opportunity to go 
to the temple in Jerusalem. The strong fortifications 
of the city and its reputation as the site of the temple 
and the place where God dwelt, gave Jerusalem the 
reputation of being invincible. An opportunity to go 
to Jerusalem and to enter the courts of the temple was 
considered a great honour and a religious experience. 
When one went to Jerusalem one was visiting the 
centre of every facet of Jewish life. This was truly the 
chosen city. It is no wonder that it soon became a 
symbol of the reign of God. 
     [Second Reading] The Colossians are invited to 
thank God for three blessings: a share in the 
inheritance of the saints; deliverance from darkness; 
and transference into the kingdom of God’s Son. Paul 
claims that it was through the blood of this Son that 
redemption was won and sins were forgiven. As the 
reading continues we see that the effects of Christ’s 
sacrifice in the lives of others is not its primary focus. 
Rather, it celebrates the excellence of Christ whose 
kingdom it is and through whom believers can gain 
access to it. Paul uses several striking terms to 
characterise Christ: image of God; firstborn; the 
beginning; head of the church. Each one adds a 
significant dimension to our understanding of Christ. 
     [Gospel] The scene of the crucifixion is one of 
both contempt and faith. In the paradoxical fashion 
that has become so much a part of the gospel reality, 
Jesus is ridiculed for being who he really is. It is only 
at the end of the narrative, when speaking to the one 
person in the scene who does not jeer him but who 
professes faith in his innocence, that Jesus speaks 
with the royal authority that is his. The inscription on 
the cross is cryptic. While this is the reason he was 
crucified, it is actually a statement of fact. He was 
indeed the King of the Jews, even though his manner 
of ruling did not conform to the standard of the day. 
True to the paradox of the gospel, what was intended 

as derision actually became a proclamation of 
faith. © Dianne Bergant CSA 
 
How do they participate in the kingly office of 
Christ? 
The laity participate in the kingly function of 
Christ because they have received from him 
the power to overcome sin in themselves and 
in the world by self-denial and the holiness of 
their lives. They exercise various ministries at 
the service of the community and they imbue 
temporal activities and the institutions of 
society with moral values. 



ONLINE GIVING  
Internet donations to assist our parish are always welcome. 
Details for  donating online via Electronic  Funds Transfer 
BSB: 032582 Account Number: 810033 [ Surname, parish 
envelope no]  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayers for the Sick: Miriam Scherger, Tony Murphy, Kathy 
Leseberg, Ava Blay, Donna Ellis, Jom Jose 
Akkarathakidiyil, Mark Thurbon,  Alma Bailey, Mary 
Wiseman, Sue Gravolin, Ron Weekes, Margaret Donges, 
Pam Lewis, Matthew & Paul Gallagher, Chris Naismith, 
Trevor Nicolia, Graham Courte, Peter Burns,  Matthew 
Tierney, Matt Mohorovic, Sharon Grayson, Dennis Catheral, 
Allan Dick. Recently Deceased: Susan Hennesy, Laurel 
Johnson, Faye O’Brien, Fr Don O’Brien. Anniversary: Stan 
Fornal. Pray for: Gordon & Kym Eckersley, Epifanio 
Sesaldo, Lenaiola Guerrero. All the suffering souls in 
Purgatory especially the dec’d  members of  F.O.S.S.   
 
MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Masses: Yamba: 5:30pm (SAT); Maclean: 8:30am 
(SUN); Iluka: 5:00pm (SUN).  
Weekday Masses: Wednesday, 9:30am: Yamba; Thursday, 
10:00am: Iluka; Friday, 12:00nn, Maclean; First Saturday: 
11:30am, Maclean. 
 
RECONCILIATION TIMES 
Saturday, 11:00am, Maclean; 6:30pm, Yamba 
Sunday, 8:00am, Maclean  
Wednesday, 10:00am, Yamba 
Thursday, 10:30am, Iluka 
 
EUCHARIST IC ADORATION: 
First Wednesday: 10:00am, Yamba 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Maclean 
 
MINISTRY ROSTER: 29/30 NOVEMBER 2025 
Readers: Yamba: M Dee/G Drummond; Maclean: H 
McClymont/J Moloney; Iluka: C Nilon. 
Commentators: Yamba: B Montgomery, Maclean: S 
Winter, Iluka: A Speirs. E Communion: Maclean: J 
de Roos. Count Team: Neander. 
 
READINGS: 29/30 NOVEMBER 2025 
First: Isaiah 2:1-5; Second: Romans 13:11-14; Gospel: 
Matthew 24:37-44. 
 
NEWS & EVENTS 
Emergency contact: In case of emergency outside of 
parish office hours, contact Fr Roland 0401 508 812. 
 
Change of Mass times: Beginning the First Week of 
Advent (29/30 November). Please note the following 
changes: 
− Iluka Sunday Mass will begin at 10:30am. 
− Baptisms in Maclean will be celebrated on 

Sundays at 12:30pm. 
− Confession in Yamba will held before Saturday 

evening Mass at 5pm. 

November Masses: The month of November is 
dedicated to prayer for the Holy Souls. Mass offering 
envelopes are still available at each church. 
 
Baptisms: Welcome to the Family of God, Alfred and 
Jonas, who were baptised in our parish this weekend. 
 
Weekday Mass changes this week: Please note that 
there will be no weekday Masses in Yamba or Iluka 
this week (November 26 & 27) as Fr Roland will be 
away. 
 
St James Church 50th anniversary celebrations: 
Dinner! Dinner! Dinner! This is the last weekend to 
RSVP for the dinner occurring on Tuesday 2 
December! Tickets available at Mass on Saturday and 
Sunday morning as well as at Feast of Christ The King 
celebrations on Sunday in Cranney room. Cash or 
EFTPOS. Please come along and help us celebrate 50 
years of St James Church. 
 
Halle McClymont’s Bake Sale Fundraisers: On the 
First Week of Advent (30 November), Halle will hold 
a bake sale fundraiser at Maclean after 8:30am Mass 
under the portico to raise money to support her 
missionary year with NET Ministries in 2026. A 
variety of baked goods will be available, including 
some dietary options.  
 
Thank you to all who have taken part in our pastoral 
support meetings. Your contributions have been 
invaluable in shaping the pastoral direction of our 
parish for the years ahead. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council: A meeting of those who 
have expressed interest to join the parish pastoral 
council will be held at 5:00PM on 11 December in the 
Cranny Room, Maclean.   
 
St James Church Mass changes: The 5:30PM Mass 
in Yamba on 13 December will be held at St James 
Primary School Hall. St James Church will be closed 
for renovations from 7 to 15 December. 
 
Migrant Jubilee Cross: The Migrant Jubilee Cross 
will be at the Carmelite Monastery from 25th to 27th 
November and will be present during all 7 am Masses. 
The sisters will be leading two Holy Hours: 10 am on 
Tuesday 25th and 6 pm on Wednesday 26th. All 
welcome. All may visit the church at any time for 
personal prayer. Cards, information and free rosaries 
will be available. The Cross will be leaving 
Goonellabah after Mass on 27th.  
 
Safeguarding: If you or a person close to you has 
been abused by someone working or ministering 
within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact 
us. We will listen to you respectfully: offer support 
and discuss options you have available to you. Contact 
the Safeguarding Office – Phone: (02) 66219444 or 
Email:  safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 


