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CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST MARY’S MACLEAN 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 16 NOVEMBER 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters, we are invited this Sunday to reflect on the glorious return of the Lord Jesus in order 
to totally purify and bring to perfection all of creation.  
 
Christ the Lord is already present and reigns on earth mysteriously. His kingdom is already present in seed and 
in its beginning in the Church. However, all things of this world are not yet subjected to him. One day he will 
return in glory but we do not know the time. 
 
When he comes again in glory, Christ will reveal the secret dispositions of hearts and will render to each 
according to his/her conduct toward God and toward his/her neighbour. Everyone, according to how he/she 
lived, will either be filled with life or damned for eternity. Using a metaphorical language, the first reading, 
Malachi 3:19-20, affirms this. “All the arrogant and the evil-doers”, that is, unrepentant sinners, will be burned 
up but for those who fear God, that is, those who live according to his grace and word, “the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays.” 
 
Commenting on this passage, Sr Dianne Bergant, CSA writes: “The day of the Lord is that time of the 
fulfilment of all of God’s promises and the realisation of the destiny of the world. It is the time when justice 
will be realised. Initially, Israel believed that this day would be for it a time of vindication and rejoicing. 
However, the prophets set them straight on this matter, insisting that Israel itself would have to face the 
righteous anger of God. The metaphor of a blazing fire characterises this. On the other hand, the day of the 
Lord will rise majestically for the upright, like the sun in the eastern sky. This experience of God is the total 
reversal of the flaming destruction in store for the wicked.” 
 
What is going to happen now and the time of the coming of the Lord at the end of the world? The gospel, Luke 
21:5-19, provides some answers to this question. In it, Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and 
addresses the events that will precede it, signs that should alert people of the impending doom. These 
prophecies could also point to the end of this passing world and the events that will come before it. The world 
of sin, of suffering, of injustice will be healed, purified and transformed resulting in a world where God will be 
all in all— a world permeated by divine light, life, and love.  Indeed, the passing world will be purified and 
transformed when the Lord comes again in glory. Before that is the time of the Church.  
 
“The Christian is well aware that this [renewed] world has already begun at the time of the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Its full manifestation is still long to come: it will be fulfilled at the end of the history of 
humankind.” In the space of time before the Kingdom is finally in place, the Church will undergo rejection and 
suffering. Christians “would be persecuted, hauled before law-courts, and – most poignantly – suffer inner-
community and inner-family division and betrayal.” Until the glorious realization of the Kingdom of God, all 
is provisional. “Wars, famines, earthquakes continue. Those who proclaim the Gospel in word and deed, who 
work for justice and a more human life for all, are reviled, cast into prison and ‘disappeared’. Grounds for 
dismay, disillusionment, loss of faith are always there.” (Brendan Byrne, SJ). 
 
Let us pray in this Mass that we may persevere in our faith, hope and love. 
 
Fr Roland 

mailto:office@stmarysparish.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of  
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer  
you, and I will lead back your captives from every  
place. 
 
COLLECT 
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and 
lasting happiness to serve you with constancy the 
author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                     Malachi 3:19-20 
 
A reading from the prophet Malachi. 
 
The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all 
the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. 
The day that is coming is going to burn them up, says 
the Lord of hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. 
But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays. 
     The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Ps 97:5-9 
      
R.   The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 
1. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp  

with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 
 

2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder;  
the world, and all its peoples. 
Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy 
at the presence of the Lord. (R.) 
 

3. For the Lord comes,  
he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with fairness. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING          2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians. 
 
You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now 
we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we 
ever have our meals at anyone’s table without paying 
for them; no, we worked night and day, slaving and 
straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you. This 
was not because we had no right to be, but in order to 
make ourselves an example for you to follow. 

     We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to 
let anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. 
Now we hear that there are some of you who are 
living in idleness, doing no work themselves but 
interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we order and call on people of this kind to go 
on quietly working and earning the food that they eat. 
     The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near  
at hand. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL        John: 2:13-22 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 
When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 
how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive 
offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring 
at now – the time will come when not a single stone 
will be left on another: everything will be destroyed.’ 
And they put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they said, 
‘when will this happen, then, and what sign will there 
be that this is about to take place?’ 
     ‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said, ‘because 
many will come using my name and saying, “I am he” 
and, “The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. 
And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be 
frightened, for this is something that must happen but 
the end is not soon.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation 
will fight against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and plagues 
and famines here and there; there will be fearful sights 
and great signs from heaven. 
     ‘But before all this happens, men will seize you 
and persecute you; they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring you 
before kings and governors because of my name – and 
that will be your opportunity to bear witness. Keep 
this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your 
defence, because I myself shall give you an eloquence 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and 
some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by 
all men on account of my name, but not a hair of your 
head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your 
lives.’ 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer in the 
sight of your majesty may obtain for us the grace of 
being devoted to you and gain us the prize of 
everlasting happiness. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



PREFACE I; EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Iluka) 
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in  
God the Lord. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery, 
humbly imploring, O Lord, that what your Son 
commanded us to do in memory of him may bring us 
growth in charity. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of 
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 

 
SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
We are approaching the end of the Church’s liturgical 
year – that time when – the readings become 
increasingly ‘eschatological’. […] 
     ‘Eschatology’ refers to teaching or speculation 
about what is going to happen in the future. More 
specifically, it deals with what will take place in that 
‘final’ future (the Greek word eschaton means ‘limit’) 
when the whole universe will undergo radical 
transformation at the hands of God. In Judaism at the 
time of Jesus and indeed for two or three centuries 
before his birth, the expectation that the world as 
presently known was coming to an end or about to be 
radically transformed was widespread. What gave 
rise to this expectation and tended to sharpen it from 
time to time was the difficult situation in which the 
faithful in Israel found themselves, especially 
situations of oppression and persecution, at the hands 
of foreign powers. People longed for a time when 
God would intervene and institute a great judgment, 
where the oppressors and the wicked would be 
condemned and the faithful vindicated and saved. All, 
including the world order, would then be set at rights. 
The ‘Kingdom’ or ‘Reign of God’ would be 
established. 
     The hope for such a rescue gave rise to a whole 
new genre of literature described as ‘apocalyptic’ 
because it is normally cast in the form of a 
‘revelation’ (apokalypsis being the Greek word for 
‘revelation’). Apocalyptic literature tends to express 
the hope for salvation in highly symbolic form, with 
vivid imagery depicting upheavals and calamities on 
a cosmic scale (wars, earthquakes, stars falling from 
heaven, darkness over the earth, moon turning to 
blood and so forth). The purpose is to allow the 
faithful to be caught up imaginatively in the ultimate 
victory of God and to derive encouragement from this 
in their present trials. In colloquial terms, the 
essential message is: ‘hang in there’. Tough as the 
present times may be, all has been foreseen by God 
and is being drawn towards a final vindication. 
     Today’s First Reading, from the late prophetic 

Book of Malachi (3:19-20), in its brief span provides 
a classic illustration of apocalyptic eschatology: the 
sense of a coming day of judgment, which will have 
divergent outcomes for evildoers, on the one hand, 
and the faithful (those who ‘fear the Lord’s name’) on 
the other. In itself, of course, the text is not messianic. 
But, read in the light of the Gospel, it is hard not to 
hear in its attractive statement, ‘the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays’, 
a prophecy of the advent and ministry of Messiah 
Jesus. 
     The Gospel itself, Luke 21:5-19, comes from the 
first half of the great discourse on future events that 
Jesus gives as his days in Jerusalem draw to their 
inevitable climax. Despite this location in his earthly 
life, the discourse really looks out beyond his death 
and resurrection to the time of the Church. It deals 
with what might be called the ‘passion of the 
disciples’, the trials and temptations that await them 
in the space of time before the Kingdom is finally in 
place. They would be persecuted, hauled before law-
courts, and – most poignantly – suffer inner-
community and inner-family division and betrayal. 
The discourse addresses this situation, showing that 
Jesus had accurately foreseen all these things and 
placed them in the context of a sequence of events 
leading up to the final triumph of God at the time of 
his own return as cosmic Lord. 
     The ‘time of the Church’ addressed in the 
discourse has extended vastly beyond anything the 
early believers ever expected or foresaw. But we 
retain the doctrine of the ‘Second Coming’ in our 
creeds, not because we literally believe – as 
fundamentalists do – that Jesus will one day appear 
on the clouds of heaven, but because we believe in 
the eventual triumph of God’s sovereignty in the 
universe. Until then all is provisional. Wars, famines, 
earthquakes continue. Those who proclaim the 
Gospel in word and deed, who work for justice and a 
more human life for all, are reviled, cast into prison 
and ‘disappeared’. Grounds for dismay, 
disillusionment, loss of faith are always there. The 
discourse is for our time as much as for early 
generations of believers. © Brendan Byrne SJ 
 
What is the hope of the new heavens and the new 
earth? 
After the final judgment the universe itself, freed 
from its bondage to decay, will share in the glory of 
Christ with the beginning of “the new 
heavens” and a “new earth” (2 
Peter 3:13). Thus, the fullness of the 
Kingdom of God will come about, that 
is to say, the definitive realization of 
the salvific plan of God to “unite all 
things in Christ, things in heaven and 
things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10). 
God will then be “all in all” (1 
Corinthians 15:28) in eternal life. 



ONLINE GIVING  
Internet donations to assist our parish are always welcome. 
Details for  donating online via Electronic  Funds Transfer 
BSB: 032582 Account Number: 810033 [ Surname, parish 
envelope no]  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayers for the Sick: Miriam Scherger, Tony Murphy, Kathy 
Leseberg, Ava Blay, Donna Ellis, Jom Jose 
Akkarathakidiyil, Mark Thurbon,  Alma Bailey, Mary 
Wiseman, Sue Gravolin, Ron Weekes, Margaret Donges, 
Pam Lewis, Matthew & Paul Gallagher, Chris Naismith, 
Trevor Nicolia, Graham Courte, Peter Burns,  Matthew 
Tierney, Matt Mohorovic, Sharon Grayson, Dennis Catheral, 
Allan Dick. Recently Deceased: Susan Hennesy, Laurel 
Johnson, Faye O’Brien, Fr Don O’Brien. Anniversary: Stan 
Fornal, Jude Castle. Pray for: Gordon & Kym Eckersley. All 
the suffering souls in Purgatory especially the dec’d  members 
of  F.O.S.S.   
 
MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Masses: Yamba: 5:30pm (SAT); Maclean: 8:30am 
(SUN); Iluka: 5:00pm (SUN).  
Weekday Masses: Wednesday, 9:30am: Yamba; Thursday, 
10:00am: Iluka; Friday, 12:00nn, Maclean; First Saturday: 
11:30am, Maclean. 
 
RECONCILIATION TIMES 
Saturday, 11:00am, Maclean; 6:30pm, Yamba 
Sunday, 8:00am, Maclean  
Wednesday, 10:00am, Yamba 
Thursday, 10:30am, Iluka 
 
EUCHARIST IC ADORATION: 
First Wednesday: 10:00am, Yamba 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Maclean 
 
MINISTRY ROSTER: 22/23 NOVEMBER 2025 
Readers: Yamba: P Edgar/F Robertson; Maclean: A 
Smith/B McGowen; Iluka: D Speirs, Commentators: 
Yamba: B Cullen, Maclean: R Wiseman, Iluka: I 
Durham. E Communion: Maclean: J de Roos. Count 
Team: Davies. 
 
READINGS: 22/23 NOVEMBER 2025 
First: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Second: Colossians 1:12-20; Gospel: 
Luke 23:35-43. 
 
NEWS & EVENTS 
Emergency contact: In case of emergency outside of 
parish office hours, contact Fr Roland 0401 508 812. 
 
Change of Mass times: Beginning the First Week of 
Advent (29/30 November). Please note the following 
changes: 
− Iluka Sunday Mass will begin at 10:30am. 
− Baptisms in Maclean will be celebrated on 

Sundays at 12:30pm. 
− Confession in Yamba will held before Saturday 

evening Mass at 5pm. 

November Masses: The month of November is 
dedicated to prayer for the Holy Souls. Mass offering 
envelopes are still available at each church. 
 
Baptisms: Welcome to the Family of God, Nicholas, 
James and Oliver, who were are baptised in our parish 
this weekend. 
 
Pastoral Support Team: Next meeting will be held 
this weekend, 16 November after morning Mass in 
Maclean. 
 
Yamba Catholic Ladies morning tea: Wednesday 
19th November after Mass. All are welcome. 
 
Parish celebration—Feast of Christ the King, 
November 23: All welcome to the Parish morning tea 
in celebration of the Feast of Christ the King in the 
Cranney Room after the 8.30am mass in Maclean. To 
assist with catering, please advise your attendance to 
Kathryn ph: 0456 258 820 or email: 
Possum53@westnet.com or add your name to the 
supplied list in the church entrances by 17 November. 
 
St James Church 50th anniversary celebrations: 
Please see separate notice. Tickets available for dinner 
on 3 December outside all Masses until 23 November. 
Celebration Mass at St James Church on Wednesday 3 
December at 9:30am followed by morning tea. 
Everybody welcome! All enquiries to Fran – 0401 303 
522. 
 
Halle McClymont’s Bake Sale Fundraisers: On the 
First Week of Advent (30 November), Halle will hold 
a bake sale fundraiser at Maclean after 8:30am Mass 
under the portico to raise money to support her 
missionary year with NET Ministries in 2026. A 
variety of baked goods will be available, including 
some dietary options.  
 
World Day of the Poor: Today is the World Day of 
the Poor. It offers us an opportunity to renew our 
solidarity with those who are poor in our own 
community and across the world. In his message for 
the World Day of the Poor, Pope Leo XIV reminds us 
that “the poor are not a distraction for the Church, but 
our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives, 
their words and their wisdom, they put us in contact 
with the truth of the Gospel.”  
 
Migrant Jubilee Cross: The Migrant Jubilee Cross 
will be at the Carmelite Monastery from 25th to 27th 
November and will be present during all 7 am Masses. 
The sisters will be leading two Holy Hours: 10 am on 
Tuesday 25th and 6 pm on Wednesday 26th. All 
welcome. All may visit the church at any time for 
personal prayer. Cards, information and free rosaries 
will be available. The Cross will be leaving 
Goonellabah after Mass on 27th.  
 


